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s the third or ourth most widel used language in the nited States
merican Sign Language SL is the primar communication means used
mem ers o the North merican dea communit  here is linguistic, ps cholin
guistic, and neurological e idencein a oro SL einga ull de eloped natural
language t is not a deri ati e o nglish it is a complete language with

its own uni ue grammar ,

While the last ten earsha e seen an e er increasing de elopment o machine
translation s stems or translating etween ma or spo en natural languages,
translation to and rom SL is irtuall ignored the machine translation
communit  et, SL translation s stems are er important to the dea S s
tems that simpl render spo en language as te t are inade uate or two reasons

irst, man dea people in the nited States ha e di culties with reading and
writing nglish in act, some do not read a o e the ourth gradele el  te t
ased s stem would ma, e it impossi le or these people to ollow and understand
a con ersation in real time Second, i spo en language is rendered as te t, all
the in ormation on intonation, pitch, and timing is lost, e en though this in
ormation is important e g, the reason wh people pre er du ed mo ies o er
su titled mo ies SL, on the other hand, is capa le o con e ing this in or
mation through the intensit o the signs and acial e pressions s a result, a
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